TEACHER'S GUIDE

COMPREHENSION
QUESTIONS
Before Reading
What do you think the story will be about?
What story clues are in the title?
Do you think the story is fiction or non-fiction?

During Reading
What do you think will happen next?
What do you feel about the main character?
How do you think the story will end?

After Reading
What was the message in the story?
What connections did you make with this story?
What was the author's purpose?

COMPREHENSION
STANDARDS
Theme
RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story,
drama, or poem from details in the
text; summarize the text.

ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3
Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in the story, drawing on specific details
in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words,
or actions).

Make Connections
RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a
story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of
the text, identifying where each version reflects
specific descriptions and directions in the text.

Blog Writing Prompt
Name

Score

Pages

Date

Write a blog post explaining how would you solve the mystery of the " Sticky
Finger" in Zoey's classroom.

Josh Hightower's $2.00 Case

Tommi's Candy Bar Case

Zoey Lyndon's Motivational Pencil Case

Olivia's Butterfly Eraser Case

NAME:

TEACHER:

GRADE & SECTION:

DATE:

THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY
When reading a story, it's important to understand what's the bigger
story behind it. Pick the chapters of your choice then, list the chapters
important points in the boxes below.

IDENTIFY IF THE POINTS ABOVE ARE FOR OR AGAINST A CERTAIN ARGUMENT. ADD A + OR -.

What is the author trying to say?

What is the author's purpose
in writing this piece?

Do the points above support or
contradict the author's message?

Is the author successful?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 1
“So, we seem to have a thief in our class. A lot of things have gone missing lately.”
Jasmine gave her a curious look. “What type of things?”
“Josh had his lunch money taken from his desk, Tommi had a Hershey bar taken
from her backpack, Olivia had an eraser stolen, and I’ve had two pencils
disappear – including one of the new ones that mom just bought me,” Zoey told
her. "

List the items that have gone missing:

Explain what is the problem in Zoey's class?

What suggestions has her sister given her about the
stolen items?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 2
The girls shared the different names they all thought of for their group. Emily liked
Glitz Girls, Zoey suggested Quad Squad, Tommi recommended Divine Divas, and
Olivia came up with Fly Girls. It was a toss-up between Glitz Girls and Fly Girls, but
they ended up choosing Glitz Girls.
The only song that all the girls could agree on was Zoey’s suggestion, Mi Gente.
“Now that we’ve chosen a name and selected our song, we need to decide when
we are going to start practicing,” Tommi stated.
“I asked my mom last night if she would help us, and she agreed that she would.
She went to a HBCU and was on the dance team,” Zoey said proudly."

List the four different names that Zoey and her friends
considered for their dance group.

Explain one reason why Zoey wants her mother to help
choreograph their dance for the talent show.

What inferences do you make based on the music style for their
talent show?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 3
The music was electric and had exciting energy. Mrs. Lyndon bobbed her head to
the song, and Zoey could tell she liked it. The song just makes you want to dance.
With the music steady bumping, Mrs. Lyndon showed them a couple of basic
moves. She did everything from the Moonwalk to the Milly Rock, which
surprisingly they already knew how to do. Everyone liked the more popular dances
like the Shoot and the Billy Bounce. Mrs. Lyndon taught the girls several dance
moves with the traditional eight count.
After a few minutes of practice, Tommi let out a deep breath. “Oh my God, Zoey!
Your mom is an amazing dancer.”
“I was totally thinking the same thing.” said Emily.

What were the dance styles the girls learned?

How did they feel about learning the new dance?

What did Zoey's friends think about her mother dance skills?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 4
“We had a variety of hands-on science experiments planned for the
week. On Monday there was the Tornado in a Bottle, on Tuesday, it was
Hot Ice. But Zoey’s absolute favorite experiment was on Thursday.
“I’m going to need everyone to get into groups so we can get started on
today’s science experiment. Today, we are making Elephant
Toothpaste,” Mrs. P instructed.
The students quickly went to their groups of four that they had worked
in all week. Zoey was in a group with Josh Hightower, Grayson Pierce,
and Trudy Jacob. Mrs. P gave each group a tray that had all the
ingredients and tools the kids would need."

Who are the students in Zoey's science group?

What science experiment is Zoey's favorite?

What do you predict Trudy Jacobs is going to do during their
project?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 5
"Mrs. P covered their social studies lesson. The students were learning about the
forty-six United States presidents. Everyone from George Washington, John
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison to the more recent ones like
George W. Bush, Barack Obama, and of course, the current sitting president, Joe
Biden.
Once they finished with the lecture, Mrs. P went right into a reading lesson. Zoey
started to nod off as her classmates were reading the different passages of text.
The only thing that kept her awake was the clickity-clack of Mrs. P’s gold pumps as
she walked around the classroom."

Why was Zoey nodding off?

What was the most interesting part of this chapter? Why?

What lessons did Mrs. P cover?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 6
“WHO IN THE HECK TOOK MY NINTENDO!” Josh shouted angrily.
Mrs. P walked to Josh’s desk with a worried look. “Are you sure your game is
missing?”
“Yes, Mrs. P. I put it in my desk this morning before we had our spelling test,
and I saw it before we went to the assembly.”
Zoey felt bad for Josh and could tell he was really ticked off because his
nostrils kept flaring, and he wouldn’t sit down. Looks like the sticky finger
bandit had struck again.
Mrs. P crossed her arms. “Jackson, go to the office and see if Mr. Bradshaw is
available. Tell him I need him to come to our classroom.” She turned to the
class with a frown. “Now, I don’t know who took Josh’s Nintendo, but this is
the time to speak up.”

What can you infer from what you have read so far? Why do
you think that? Give specific examples

What suggestions do you have in mind to solve the problem in
Zoey's class?

Who do you think the Sticky Finger Bandit is? Why? explain
your reasons.

Argumentation & Debate
MICROAGGRESSION

What is your definition of microaggression?
Have you or someone you know experienced it before?
How did you handle it?
Name

Section

Date

Teacher

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 7
"She nodded excitedly. “Yes, Mom. All of the girls danced together on a lot of
songs.” She dropped her head just a smidge. “Case asked me to dance, and so I
danced with him twice.”
Dad looked confused. “Who is Case?”
“Daddy, he’s just some boy at school that likes me.”
Her mom pursed her lips. “What about Noah? You haven’t mentioned him.”
“Well, I still like Noah. He is really nice, but he has a lot of older girls always
hanging on him. I don’t want to be just another girl. You know?”

Why was Jasmine excited?

What was the most interesting part of this chapter? Why?

Why did Jasmine have second thoughts about Noah?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 8
The girls found their seats around the table, and just as Emily sat down, Trudy
snatched the chair out from under her. “This is my seat.”
Emily grabbed for the table to try to keep from falling, but still hit the floor with a
thud. She looked up at her friends, mad and embarrassed. Zoey instinctively
stood and yanked the chair from Trudy as hard as she could.
“SERIOUSLY! I swear … you are so mean!” Zoey fumed, still gripping the chair.
Trudy’s eyes widened in shock–obviously surprised that Zoey was challenging her.
She stepped forward menacingly. “I said,” she leaned over Zoey and scowled in an
attempt to intimidate her, “THIS IS MY SEAT!”

Why was Zoey upset ?

What was the most interesting part of this chapter? Why?

Why do you think Trudy is mean to the girls?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 9
"Apparently, Trudy is having a lot of personal issues at home,” Mrs. Lyndon
continued. “There seems to be some issues between Trudy and her mother, and
she had to be removed from the home. Trudy’s been living with her Aunt
temporarily. It seems her father left the family, and they have not been able to
move forward.” She leaned in, resting her elbows on the table with clasped
hands.
“Well, that really sucks for Trudy, but it doesn’t give her the right to bully everyone
around her,” Jasmine said.
Her mother looked at her and spoke very softly. “No, it doesn’t. However,
knowing what she’s dealing with at home helps me to understand a little better,
why she has been so mean to Zoey and her friends. Being a bully is never okay
and I do feel for her, but my responsibility is to always make sure that you are
treated fairly.”

What caused Trudy's behavior?

What was the most interesting part of this chapter? Why?

Why did Zoey's mother want to understand what was happening
with Trudy?

Name:

Date:

Score:

Reading Comprehension
CHAPTER 10
The next day at school, the students were hyped up in anticipation of the talent
show taking place later that day. Zoey found it hard to concentrate when Mrs. P
was reviewing the homework, but the clickety-clack sound of her high-heeled
knee boots snapped her out of her daze. They muddled through a history lesson,
a fire drill, a visit to the library, and the afternoon flew by.
The talent show didn’t start until six o’clock that evening. Zoey was able to go
home, do her homework, and get a quick snack before it was time to head back
to school. She dressed in her Glitz Girls costume, and Jasmine leant her a pair of
hoops to wear in her ears and put a little cherry blossom lip gloss on her.
Zoey popped her lips together and smiled at her reflection. “I look good!”

How was Zoey's focus in class the day of the talent show?

What was the most interesting part of this chapter? Why?

Describe how Zoey was dressed for her performance.

STUDENT NAME:

TEACHER:

CLASS:

DATE:

Figurative
Language
Search for figurative language in the
chapters of Zoey Lyndon and The
Sticky Finger.

Analyze the phrases that show figurative language
techniques. Identify if the phrase is a simile,
metaphor, alliteration, hyperbole, etc. And write
them on the lines below.

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Elephant Toothpaste

Follow the directions to do this experiment.

materials

Empty plastic bottle
Dry yeast (found in the baking section
of the grocery store)
Warm water
Liquid dish soap
3% hydrogen peroxide
Measuring cups
Measuring spoons
Safety glasses
Large tub or tray to catch the foam
Location for the activity that can
tolerate spills (of hydrogen peroxide as
well as possibly food coloring), such as
a kitchen or bathroom—or an outdoor
location
Liquid food coloring (optional)
Different-shaped bottles or glasses
(optional)

Preparation
Put on your safety glasses
to do this activity because
hydrogen peroxide can
irritate your eyes. (Note:
although the product of
this activity resembles
toothpaste, it is not
toothpaste, so do not
attempt to use it!)
Gather your materials in
the location where you
plan to do your activity.
Place your plastic bottle on
the tray or tub so that it is
easy to clean up all the
foam.

Elephant Toothpaste

Follow the directions to do this experiment.
1. Use a funnel to carefully
pour 1/2 cup (118 ml) of
the hydrogen peroxide
liquid into the bottle
2. Add about 10 drops of
your favorite food coloring
into the bottle.
3. Add about 1 tablespoon
(15ml) of liquid dish soap
into the bottle and swish
the bottle around a bit to
mix it.
4. In a separate small cup,
combine the warm water
and the yeast together and
mix for about 30 seconds.
It should be about the
consistency of melted ice
cream – add a bit more
warm water if needed.
5. Now the adventure starts!
Use the funnel to pour the
yeast-water mixture into
the bottle and watch the
foaminess begin

Observations and results

